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JUSTIN  ORIGINAL  WORKBOOTS  INTRODUCES 
OTE  OD6SS3/  SERIES. 

Comfortable  &  Lightweight.  The  Odessa  series  takes  workboots  in  a  new 
direction:  with  a  cushioned  insole^and  contoured  EVA  insert  for  greater  comfort, 
a  lighter  polyurethane  ouisole  for  less  fatigue  and  styling  that  looks  great  in  any 
letting.  Choose  lace-ups  in  four  rugged;  colors.  Make  the  change.  Try  on  the 

life  "'■'■-■  ■  ■         W'i  i  \ 

Odessa  Series  today.  jf      $    ; 


f::2003.Justin  Original  Workboots  -  A  Division  ol  Justin  Boots^A  Berkshire  Hathaway  Company  -  P.O.  Box  548.  Fort  Worth,  Texas  76101 
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6    The  great  outdoors 

If  you're  seeking  a  career  in  outdoor  recreation, 
here  are  eight  great  career  ideas-everything 
from  game  farm  supervisor  to  wrangler. 

ON  THE  COVER:  FFA  MEMBERS  SARAH  AND  KELLY  TWEET  OF  M1N00KA,  ILLINOIS. 
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SHANE  MORGAN 
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13  Leading  the  way 


Carter  Smyth,  a  former  FFA  member  from  Connecticut, 
explains  how  his  FFA  experience  played  a  key  role  in 
getting  through  West  Point  and  shaping  his  role  as 
a  leader  in  the  military. 
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Sing  it  out  loud 


A  preview  of  the  live  entertainment  at  the  upcoming  76th  National 
FFA  Convention.  This  year's  lineup  includes  Terri  Clark,  Darryl  Worley, 
Jo  Dee  Messina  and  Joe  Nichols.  Plus,  we've  included  some 
convention  planning  tips  and  updates  on  Toby  Keith  and  Trace 
Adkins,  a  couple  of  former  FFA  members  who  are  now  Nashville 
stars.  Plus  meet  Nashville  newcomers  Josh  Turner  and 
Billy  Currington.  Brought  to  you  by  Chevy  Trucks. 
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important  dates  tn  rPmemhPr 

OCTOBER  1 

REQUESTS  FOR  FFA  NATIONAL  OFFICER  VISITS  DUE 

OCTOBER  29-NOVEMBER  1 

THE  76TH  NATIONAL  FFA  CONVENTION  IN  LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY 
(CHECK  THE  NATIONAL  CALENDAR  AT  FFA.ORG  FOR 
CONVENTION-RELATED  DEADLINES) 

DECEMBER  1 

WASHINGTON  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE  (WLC)  APPLICATIONS 

DUE  POSTMARKED  TO  THE  NATIONAL  FFA  CENTER 


FIND  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  ADDITIONAL  DEADLINES  ATWWW.FFA.ORG 
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DEPARTMENTS 

3  National  Officer  Q&A 

Western  region  vice  president  Dustin  Clark  talks  leadership. 

4  FFA  Faces 

Meet  some  FFA  movers  and  shakers  from  around  the  U.S. 

10  What's  Hot 

FFA  members  make  their  "hot"  picks  for  everything  from  school 
lunch  food  to  FFA  fundraisers. 

15  FFA  in  Action 

The  latest  happenings  from  FFA  chapters  nationwide. 

16  Puzzler  (jv^TTT  ~^ 

Grab  a  pencil  and  a  dictionary-it's  crossword  time. 

18  Your  Money 

Why  you  can't  afford  not  to  apply  for  an  FFA  scholarship. 

20  Body  &  Soul 

Why  you  shouldn't  even  think  about  smoking. 

24  The  Jacket 

Tyson  Huckaby,  an  FFA  member  and  poet  from  Buna,  Texas, 
shares  his  thoughts  and  emotions  about  wearing  the  FFA  jacket. 

28  Last  Laff  /o^ow'doyou^ 

The  latest  jokes,  plus  the  Agrinuts.         cut  a  wave.  J 


Win  one  of  Five  FREE 

Art  Scholarships 


Enter 

our  famous 

"Draw  Me" 

Contest 

$11,500  IN  PRIZES 
AWARDED  EACH  MONTH 


Five  scholarship  winners  will  receive  "Fundamentals  of  Art" -taught 
by  America's  leading  home-study  art  school.  Our  objective  is  to  find  pro- 
spective students  who  appreciate  art  and  like  to  draw.  Every  qualified 
entrant  receives  a  free  professional  estimate  of  his  or  her  drawing  skills. 
Our  students  and  professional  artists  are  not  eligible. Three  $25  cash  prizes 
for  the  best  drawings  from  entrants  age  12  and  13  will  also  be  awarded. 

CALL  1-800-635-8998  ext.  309 

for  the  rules  and  your  official  entry  form  today 

Art  Instruction  Schools 

Creating  Better  Artists  Since  1914 

3309  Broadway  ST  NE.  Minneapolis  MN  55413 
©2003  Art  Instruction  Schools 
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Dustin  Clark 

western  region  vice  president 


What's  your  ideal  career  in 
agriculture? 

To  be  a  part-time  cattle  rancher 
and  a  part-time  agricultural 
consultant.  This  would  allow 
me  to  live  two  my  biggest  pas- 
sions-production agriculture 
and  helping  other  people  to 
realize  their  dreams. 


As  an  FFA  member,  why  is 
it  important  to  develop 
leadership  skills? 

If  we  do  not  lead,  then  who 
will?  I  think  the  sole  reason  we 
were  put  on  this  earth  is  to 
influence  people  positively  by 
living  with  humility,  which  is 
shown  by  selflessly  putting 
others  before  ourselves.  When 
we  do  that,  we  will  succeed. 

Any  advice  For 
FFA  members? 

My  grandmother  always 
told  me  what  comes 
around  goes  around. 

Therefore,  I  would  say  to 
simply  treat 
others  the 
way  that 
we  would 
want 
to  be 
treated. 


What  do  you  hear  From 
business  and  industry  leaders 
about  the  career  outlook  in 
aqriculture? 

I  constantly  hear  that  the 
outlook  is  bright  for  someone 
who  has  strength  of  character. 
Industry  is  looking  for  employ- 
ees who  can  work  honestly 
and  in  cooperation  with 
other  people. 

How  is  your  FFA  jacket 
holding  up  now  that  you 
wear  it  all  the  time? 

Just  like  everyone  else's,  the 
elbows  get  worn  and  the  blue 
gets  faded,  and  occasionally  I 
spill  some  food  on  it.  But  one 
thing  that  never  gets  old  is  the 
pride  that  I  feel  every  morning 
when  I  zip  it  up,  and  the  fulfill- 
ment that  I  feel  at  the  end  of 
the  day  when  I  take  my  jacket 
off.  * 


vitals 


•  WANTED  TO  JOIN  FFA  BUT 
COULDN'T  (LIVED  TOO  FAR 
AWAY) 

•  PURCHASED   MY  OWN   HERD 
OF  18  COWS 

•  DROVE  (fO  MILES  EVERY  DAY 
TO  TAKE  AG  CLASSES  AND  TO 
BE  IN  FFA 

•  ELECTED  FFA  DISTRICT  FIRST 
VICE  PRESIDENT 

•  LOST  FFA  CHAPTER  CREED 
SPEAKING  COMPETITION 

•  ELECTED  FFA  AREA  PRE5IDENT 

•  LOST  FFA  CHAPTER 
PRESIDENT  ELECTION 

•  ELECTED  FFA  STATE  FIRST 
VICE  PRESIDENT 

•  LOST  BID  TO  BECOME 
FFA  STATE  STAR  FARMER 

•  GRADUATED  FROM 
HIGH  SCHOOL 

•  ACCEPTED  AT  TEXAS  A&M 
UNIVERSITY 

•  GRAND  CHAMPION  STEER 
AT  COUNTY  SHOW 

•  RECEIVED  AMERICAN  FFA 
DEGREE 

•  ELECTED  FFA  NATIONAL  WEST- 
ERN  REGION  VICE  PRESIDENT 


WAXAHACHIE,  TEXAS 
21 

WAXAHACHIE  FFA 
MARK  BOSHER  AND  MIKE  MORGAN 
REGISTERED  BREEDING  BEEF;  CORN,  COTTON  AND 
WHEAT  PRODUCTION 

SOPHOMORE,  TEXAS  A&M  UNIVERSITY 
AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 

STEPHEN  CURTIS  CHAPMAN 
EED 

ACTUALLY,  I  ALWAYS 
FALL  ASLEEP  DURING  MOVIES 

"JUST  LIKE  JESUS" 
BY  MAX  LUCAOO 
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WANT  TO  NOMINATE 

SOMEONE  FOR  FFA  FACES? 

SEE  SUBMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS  BELOW 

(OUR  ADDRESS  IS  ON  PAGE  l)  . 


MEMBERS  MAKING  A  DIFFERENCE 


Win  a  Chevy  Trucks 
backpack! 


MEMBER  AND  ADVISOR  FEATURED 
ON  THIS  PAGE  A  HEAVY-DUTY 


CHEVY  TRUCKS  BACKPACK.  TO 
NOMINATE  YOURSELF,  A  FRIEND  OR 


YOUR  ADVISOR,  MAIL  US  A  LETTER 
THAT  INCLUDES  THE  FOLLOWING 


information  about  your 
nominee:  date  of  birth,  grade, 


ADDRESS,  PHONE  NUMBER,  FF 
AND  ACADEMIC  ACHIEVEMENTS, 


EXTRACURRICULAR  ACTIVITIES  AND 


"MATION  THAT 


Brian  Dill 

COLLEGIATE 

A  former  secretary  and  vice 
president  of  the  Reitz  FFA 
Chapter,  Brian  graduated  from 
high  school  with  honors.  Now, 
this  former  football  player  and 
wrestler  is  a  student  at  Ivy  Tech 
State  College,  but  he  remains 
active  in  the  FFA,  most  recently 
as  an  FFA  section  director.  He 
works  part-time  for  a  local 
agribusiness  and  is  a 
volunteer  firefighter,  fc 


Christopher  Morris 

SENIOR 

As  president  of  the  Randolph- 
Roanoke  Career  Technology 
Center  FFA  Chapter,  Christopher 
leads  by  example.  Five  of  his 
SAEs  have  earned  top  five 
finishes  in  the  state  proficiency 
awards  program,  plus  he's 
participated  on  several  CDE 
teams.  He  will  attend  Auburn 
University  and  is  planning  to 
graduate  with  a  major  in 
engineering.  * 


Mandy  Prude 

JUNIOR 

This  Artesia  FFA  Chapter  member 
is  known  for  her  voice,  which 
won  her  an  FFA  state  public 
speaking  competition  and 
which  can  be  heard  on  the 
radio  station  that  broadcasts 
her  weekly  show.  On  the  show, 
which  is  part  of  her  agricultural 
communications  SAE,  she 
interviews  members  of  the 
agricultural  community  and 
fellow  FFA  members,  fc 


Kara  Palacio 

SOPHOMORE 

After  a  great  freshman  year, 
in  which  she  won  the  star 
Greenhand  award,  was  out- 
standing freshman  and  took 
first  in  the  FFA  state  creed 
competition,  Kara  has  kept  the 
pace,  competing  on  CDE  teams 
and  serving  as  the  Bend  FFA 
Chapter  reporter.  Kara,  an  honor 
roll  student,  enjoys  working 
with  horses  and  teaching  kids 
to  ride,  te 


Stephanie  Keith 

FRESHMAN 

A  member  of  the  Western 
Brown  FFA  Chapter,  Stephanie 
is  working  hard  to  be  her  best. 
This  Greenhand  degree  winner 
recently  earned  a  fifth  place 
finish  at  FFA  district  creed 
competition.  She  also  serves 
as  secretary  of  the  chapter 
parliamentary  procedure  CDE 
team  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Tri-M  Association. 


Marshal  Sewell 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

An  honor  roll  student  since 
kindergarten,  Marshal  is  a  hard 
working  member  of  the  Turkey 
Creed  Middle  School  FFA 
Chapter.  His  forestry  CDE  team 
took  first  place  in  the  state  last 
year  and  he  earned  top  honors 
in  the  FFA  district  prepared 
public  speaking  competition. 
His  SAE  includes  work  with  a 
steer,  heifer  and  pig. 


Michael  Teague 

ADVISOR 

For  15  years,  Mr.  Teague  has 
taught  agricultural  and  led  the 
Saltillo  FFA  Chapter.  His  students 
know  he  is  dedicated  to  helping 
them  develop  their  career  goals 
and  become  better  people. 
He  has  prepared  a  top-flight 
agricultural  mechanics  team 
for  the  past  n  years,  and  he 
believes  strongly  in  community 
service  projects,  fe 


FFA  Faces  is  brought  to  you  by  C^p  CHEVY  TRUCKS,  a  proud  sponsor  of  FFA  for  56  years 
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DO  YOU  HAVE  THE  RIGHTTRUCK? 


Does  your  truck  offer  a  Big  Block  Vortec7"  V8  with  the  most  torque  of  any  gas  HD  pickup1  •  A  Duramax7^ 

Diesel  with  an  Allison™  transmission1  »The  most  payload  of  any  HD  pickup 

•  QUADRASTEER  4-wheel  steering2  •  OnStar3  and  XM  Radio4  •  Silverado*  does  •  And  it's  from  Chevy, 

the  full-size  pickups  with  better  resale  value  than  Ford  and  Dodge5 

Silverado.  The  right  truck.  From  Chevy"  The  most  dependable,  longest-lasting  trucks  on  the  road? 


SILVERADO 


LIKE  A  ROCK 


877-THE  TRUCK  or  chevy.com/siluerado  All  claims  exclude  other  GM  vehicles.  1.  Available  only  on  2500HD  and  3500  models.  2.  QUADRASTEER  available  on  specifically  equipped  1500 

Ext.  Cab  Short  Box  and  2500  Crew  Cab  models.  Call  or  go  online  to  learn  more.  3.  Available  on  LS  and  LT  models  only.  Call  1-888-0NSTAR-7  or  visit  pnstar.com  for  system  limitations  and 

details.  4.  Available  only  in  the  48  contiguous  states.  Activation  and  service  fees  extra.  For  more  information,  visit  giitamradio.com  5,  Based  on  1 999-2002  model  year  vehicles  and  NAOA 

July  2003  trade-in  values.  6.  Dependability  based  on  longevity:  1981-July  2002  full-line  light-duty  truck  company  registrations.  Excludes  other  GM  divisions.  QUADRASTEER  is  a  trademark 

of  Delphi  Corporation.  The  XM  name  is  a  registered  trademark  of  XM  Satellite  Radio,  Inc.  OnStar  is  a  registere#S|rvice  mark  of  OnStar  Corp'.  ©2003  GM  Corp.-  Buckle  up,  America! 


GolF  course 
superintendent 

Golf  course  superintendents 
oversee  the  operations  of  golf 
courses.  With  a  background  in 
turf  grass  management,  a 
superintendent  directs  the 
construction  and  maintenance 
of  fairways,  greens,  sandtraps, 
ponds,  cart  paths  and  more. 
Their  other  duties  involve 
supervising  a  staff,  purchasing 
equipment,  preparing  budgets 
and  golfer  scheduling. 

education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  turf  grass  management  is 
required.  High  school  classes 
in  agriculture  and  business  are 
recommended. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS:  Turf 

grass  management,  Outdoor 
recreation  SAEs;  Agricultural 
mechanics,  Forestry  or 
Nursery/Landscape  CDEs 

salary:  Ranges  from  $28,000 
to  $65,000 

employers:  Golf  courses 
more  information:  Search  for 
"golf  course  superintendent" 
at  the  FFA  ag  career  database 
(www.  ffa .  0  rg/ca  reers/ 
index.html) 


interpretive  naturalist 

Using  local  biological,  historical 
and  cultural  information  as  a 
focus,  these  professionals 
develop  and  implement  educa- 
tional programs  for  visitors  to 
parks,  forest  preserves  and 
other  natural  recreation  areas. 
Their  work  can  also  involve 
hiring  and  training  staff, 
working  with  budgets  and 
coordinating  volunteer  efforts. 
education:  A  two-  or  four-year 
degree  in  environmental 
science,  natural  resource 
management,  wildlife 
management  or  a  related 
field  is  required.  High  school 
classes  in  agriculture  and 
biology  are  recommended. 

related  ffa  programs: 
Outdoor  recreation,  Agricultural 
communications,  Wildlife 
management  SAEs; 
Environmental  and  natural 
resources,  Forestry  CDEs 

salary:  Ranges  from  $15,000 
to  $27,000 

employers:  State,  local  and 
private  parks,  zoos,  aquariums, 
gardens  and  other  natural 
settings. 

more  information: 
The  National  Association 
for  Interpretation 
(www.interpnet.com) 


Campground  manager 

Campground  managers,  many 
of  whom  live  on-site,  interact 
extensively  with  the  camping 
public  to  make  reservations, 
collect  fees  and  explain  and 
enforce  rules  and  regulations. 
They  also  manage  staff,  keep 
daily  business  records  and 
maintain  campsites,  roads  and 
picnic  areas. 

education:  A  high  school 
education  is  required,  but  a 
two-  or  four-year  degree  is 
encouraged.  High  school  classes 
in  agriculture  and  business  are 
recommended. 

related  ffa  programs: 
Outdoor  recreation  SAE; 
Environmental  and  natural 
resources  CDE 

salary:  Starts  in  the  $15,000 
to  $25,000  range 

employers:  Campgrounds 
and  parks 

more  information: 
American  Camping  Association 
(www.acacamps.org/ 
career.htm) 


Winery  supervisor 

Even  though  winery  operators 
devote  much  of  their  time  and 
resources  to  the  complex 
process  of  producing  of  grapes 
and  wine,  many  also  market 
their  operations  as  recreation 
destinations.  Here,  customers 
can  walk  the  grounds,  sample 
wines,  relax  on  the  patio,  tour 
the  winemaking  facilities  or 
even  smash  grapes. 

education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  enology,  viticulture  or  a 
closely  related  field  is  required. 
High  school  classes  in  agricul- 
ture, science  and  business  are 
recommended. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS:  FfUl't 

production  SAE;  Farm  business 
management,  Food  science  and 
technology  CDEs 

salary:  Ranges  from  $20,000 
to  $40,000 
employers:  Wineries 

more  information:  Search  for 
"winery  supervisor"  at  the 
FFA  ag  career  database 
(www.ffa.org/careers/ 
index.html) 


Conservation  officer^ 

Working  for  government 
agencies,  conservation  officers 
oversee  state  and  federal 
parklands.  Their  main  focus  is 
to  preserve  the  condition  of  the 
local  environment  by  enforcing 
laws  relating  to  fishing,  hunt- 
ing, littering  and  trespassing. 
They  also  play  a  role  in  tracking 
and  stocking  fish  and  wildlife, 
and  educating  the  public 
through  events  including 
hunting  safety  classes. 

education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  wildlife  management, 
conservation  or  a  related  field 
is  required.  High  school  classes 
in  agriculture  and  science  are 
recommended. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Environmental  science  and 
natural  resources  management, 
Wildlife  management  and 
production,  Outdoor  recreation 
SAEs;  Environmental  and 
natural  resources  CDE 

salary:  Ranges  from  $20,000 
to  $50,000. 

employers:  Government 

agencies 

more  information:  Search 

for  "conservation  officer"  at 

the  FFA  ag  career  database 

(www.ffa.org/careers/ 

index.html) 


Game  Parm  supervisor 

Working  with  waterfowl,  quail, 
turkeys,  pheasant  and  quail, 
game  farm  supervisors  are 
involved  in  the  raising  and  dis- 
tribution of  game  farm  animals. 
Their  work  is  very  process- 
oriented  and  includes  hatching, 
feeding,  marketing,  selling, 
shipping  and  delivering.  Their 
workload  can  also  include 
work  with  budgets,  employee 
training  and  advertising. 

education:  A  two-  or  four-year 
degree  in  agriculture  or  busi- 
ness is  required.  High  school 
classes  in  agriculture  and 
business  are  recommended. 

related  ffa  programs: 
Specialty  animal  production, 
Wildlife  management  and 
production  SAE;  Agricultural 
sales,  Poultry  evaluation  CDEs 

salary:  Ranges  from  $20,000 

to  $1*0,000 

employers:  Game  farms,  state 
and  local  government  agencies 
more  information:  Search 
for  "game  farm  supervisor" 
at  the  FFA  ag  career  database 
(www.ffa.org/careers/ 
index.html) 


Whether  they're  taking  a  group 
on  a  weeklong  mountain  pack 
trip  or  a  two-hour  trail  ride, 
wranglers  need  to  possess  solid 
skills  in  working  with  people 
and  horses.  When  they  lead 
groups,  they  need  to  know  the 
terrain  and  safety  procedures, 
but  also  be  organized  enough 
to  coordinate  the  packing  of 
supplies,  handle  cooking  duties 
and  be  a  source  of  information 
for  other  riders. 

education:  A  two-  or  four-year 
degree  in  equine  science  or  a 
related  field  is  strongly  recom- 
mended. High  school  classes  in 
agriculture  and  business  are 
recommended. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Outdoor  recreation,  Equine  sci- 
ence, Environmental  science 
and  natural  resources  manage- 
ment SAEs;  Horse  evaluation, 
Environmental  and  natural 
resources  CDEs 

salary:  Starts  in  the  $15,000  to 
$25,000  range 

employers:  Ranches,  camps, 
stables  and  outfitters 

more  information:  The 
Colorado  Outdoor  Adventure 
Guide  School  provides  useful 
information 

(www.guideschool.com/ 
guide_programs.html) 


Fishing  guide 

Whether  they're  in  fishing 
boats  on  the  ocean  or  they're 
wading  in  shallow  mountain 
streams,  fishing  guides  lead 
groups  of  paying  customers  on 
expeditions  to  catch  fish.  Their 
work  involves  knowing  where 
to  find  fish,  operating  a  boat, 
preparing  equipment,  teaching 
safety,  fish-cleaning  and 
cooking. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Outdoor  recreation,  Aquaculture 
SAEs;  Environmental  and 
natural  resources  CDE 

education:  A  high  school 
education  is  required,  but  a 
two-  or  four-year  degree  is 
encouraged.  Experience  or 
additional  training  in  outfitting 
is  usually  required.  High  school 
classes  in  agriculture  and 
biology  are  recommended 

salary:  Starts  in  the  $15,000 
to  $25,000  range 

employers:  Fishing  outfitters 

more  information: 
The  Colorado  Outdoor 
Adventure  Guide  School 
provides  useful  information 
(www.guideschool.com/ 
guide_programs.htiTil) 
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Career  Q&A 
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QUESTION:  Jay,  an  FFA  member,  e-mailed  us  this  question: 
I  was  writing  to  ask  about  information  on  the  educat.on  and 
other  stuff  for  an  environmental  conservation  officer. 
ANSWER:  Jay,  It's  funny  you  should  ask.  Turn  to  the  previous 
page  for  more  information  about  becoming  a  conservation 
officer.  You  might  follow  up  by  contacting  your  local  extension 
agent,  who  could  likely  put  you  in  touch  with  some 
conservation  officers  in  your  area. 

QUESTION:  Cristie,  an  FFA  member  from  Washington,  e-mailed 
us  this  question:  I  am  working  on  a  combined  college  major 
of  biology  and  anthropology.  I  enjoy  the  topics,  but  don't 
know  what  career  options  I  have.  Do  you  know  of  any  popular 
professions  that  could  help  me?  Thanks! 
ANSWER:  Cristie.You  have  many  agricultural  career  options  with 
majors  in  biology  and  anthropology.  Biology  can  open  the  door 
to  such  careers  in  biotechnology,  veterinary  medicine  or  wildlife 
biology.  While  anthropology  isn't  a  typical  path  for  a  career  in 
agriculture,  it  can  give  you  knowledge  about  how  agricultural 

\     practices  evolved  to  where  they  are  today.  Combined  with  some 
agricultural  history  classes,  you  could  use  your  anthropology 

'v    degree  to  become  an  agricultural  historian. 


INFORMATION  SOURCES  INCLUDE  THE  WEBSITES  AND  PUBLICATIONS  LISTED  THROUGHOUT  THE  ARTICLE.  ILLUSTRATION  BY  PATTY  O'FRIEL 


At  times  like  this,  when  nature  threatens 
your  community,  you  realize  how  important 
your  role  is  as  a  member  of  the  Army  National 
Guard.  Whether  it's  a  flood,  tornado,  hurricane 
or  wildfire,  you  are  there  to  help  the  people 
of  your  community.  You  get  benefits  too, 


such  as  career  training,  money  for  college 
and  leadership  skills  that  will  last  a  lifetime. 

Most  Guard  members  serve  one 
weekend  a  month  and  two  weeks  a  year 
Find  out  how  you  can  join  the 
Army  National  Guard  team. 
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Here's  how  FFA  members 
From  across  the  U.S.  voted 
in  our  last  poll.  You'll  Find 
our  new  survey  on  page  22. 


All  surveys  sent  to 
FFA  New  Horizons  are 
used  in  tabulating  the 
results  shown  here. 
Here  are  the  FFA 
chapters  that  sent  in 
the  most  surveys  .  .  . 
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(    TOP  5  AGRICULTURAL  CAREERS"") 

Parmer 
veterinarian 
agriculture  teacher 
Florist 
construction  worker 


(  TOP  5  MALE  ACTOrF 


vin  diesel 
adam  sandier 
brad  pitt 

denzel  Washington 
mel  gibson 


(    TOP  5  FFA  FUNDRAISERS 

Fruit  sale 
cookout 
meat  sale 
candy  bar  sale 
bake  sale 


3      (  TOP  5  MALE  ATHLETJT 


michael  Jordan 
kobe  bryant 
tiger  woods 
shaquille  o'neal 
alien  iverson 
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(    TOP  5  SCHOOL  LUNCH  FOODS   ~^      (  TOP  5  FEMALE  ATHLETES  ~") 


pizza 

French  Fries 
pasta 

hamburger 
sandwiches 


english 

math 

p.e. 

history 

science 


(    TOP  5  FEMALE  ACTORS 

jenniFer  lopez 
Julia  roberts 
sarah  michelle  gellar 
sandra  bullock 
halle  berry 


serena  Williams 
mia  hamm 
venus  Williams 
anna  kournikova 
lisa  leslie 


(    TOP  5  NQN-AG  CLASSES  ~)      (  TOP  5  BOOKS 


a  child  called  "it" 
harry  potter  books 
chicken  soup  For  the  soul 
where  the  red  Fern  grows 
the  bible 


J      (  TOP  5  TV 


SHOWS 


Friends 

the  Simpsons 

american  idol 

boy  meets  world 

trl 
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what's  Hot  is  brought  to  you  by  Wrangler 
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OFFER  VALID  ON  COWBOY  CUT®  JEANS  FOR  MEN,  WOMEN  AND  YOUT 


FROM  8/29/03  -  9/14/03. 
*.GET  UP  TO  $30  BACK,  LIMIT  SIX  PAIRS. 

For  a  participating  WESf"£RN  wear  retailer  near  you,  visit  wrangler.com 
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DODGE  RAM  HEAVY  DUTY.  The  all-new  Dodge  Ram  Heavy  Duty  features 
engines  like  the  345  hp*5.7  liter  HEMI®  Magnum®  and  Cummins  High-Output 
Turbo  Diesel**  to  handle  almost  anything— even  jealousy.  With  the  most 
powerful,  longest-lasting  line  of  trucks*  you'll  be  tempted  not  to  use  any- 
thing else.  Now  qualified  Farm  Bureau®  members  get  an  additional  $500 
cash  allowance**  on  the  all-new  Ram  Heavy  Duty.  Dodge,  proud  sponsor 
of  the  FFA  for  over  50  years.  Please  visit  or  call 


GRAB  LIFE  BY  THE  HORNS 
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dfiig.on  model.  .**Not  available.in  CaliFiMaine,  Bnd  Mass.-  tBa 
;ceive  cash  allowance,  get  a  certificate  from  your  state's  Farm  Btireau-vaiiuaimg  n 
ge  vehicT&5.VSsk~yo'ur~Dodg'e  Dealer  orTarm  Bureau  representative  for»details;  Farm 


e  of  7/82-7/01  new  pickup  registrations  still  registered  on  7/01/01. 

'  ys.  Offer  applies  to  most  2003 
lerican  Farm  .Bureau  Federation. 
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Carter  Smyth's  FFA  experience  played  a  key  rol 
in  shaping  his  role  as  a  leader  in  the  military 


s  a  fledgling  student 
at  NbnnewaUg  High 
School  in  Woodbury, 
Connecticut,  Garter  Smyth 
struggled  to  keep  good  grades. 
At  home,  he  faced  personal 
problems  as  his  parents'  mar- 
riage fell  apart  before  his  eyes,: 

The  one  place  where  he 
felt  a  sense  of  belonging  was 
FFA.  As  a  freshman,  he  learned 
to  recite  the  FFA  Creed.  Later, 
he  created  a  supervised 
agricultural  experience  (SAE) 
program,  tried  his  hand  at 
career  development  events 
(CDEs)  and  emerged  as  an  FFA 
chapter  officer. 

After  celebrating  his  1991* 
high  school  graduation, 
Carter  decided  to  join  the 
Connecticut  National  Guard 
with  two  goals  in  mind-to 
earn  money  for  college  and 
to  distance  himself  from  the 
turbulent  times  back  at  home. 


Carter  responded  well  to 
the  discipline  of  military 
He  enrolled  at  Southern 
Connecticut  State  Universi 
and  worked  hard  to  impn 
his  grades.  Through  the  6 
he  had  the  opportunity  to 
attend  the  Army's  Mount? 
Warfare  School,  where  he 
befriended  some  cadets  v 
nudged  him  to  apply  to  t 
United  States  Military  Academ, 
at  West  Point. 

During  that  time,  Carter 
says,  "I  was  inspired..,  to   ■■ 
make  a  significant  contribution 
to  society.  I  wanted  to  one  day 
inspire  greatness  in  others 
the  way  I  had  been  inspired. 
I  knew  of  no  greater  place  to 
achieve  that  than  at  West 
Point,  so  I  made  it  my  goal 
to  get  in." 

Getting  in  meant  proving 
himself  in  the  Guard  and  in 


'WINS  GRAB  CM 


nis  college  courses.  After 
pushing  himself  to  succeed  in 
both,  Carter  earned  acceptance 
into  the  prestigious  academy. 
Goal  accomplished. 


During  his  sophomore  year  at 
West  Point,  Carter's  peers 
elected  him  to  serve  as  class 
vice  president,  an  office  he 
retained  throughout  the  rest 


of  his  time  at  the  academy. 

During  Carter's  senior  year 
at  West  Point,  senior  officials 
chose  him  to  lead  one  of  four 
regiments.  He  credits  his  FFA 
experience  in  helping  him 
prepare  for  his  new  role. 

"Leadership,  whether  it's 
in  FFA  or  in  the  military,  is 
about  inspiring  people  to  do 
difficult  things,"  Carter  says. 


,.BE  5TH  SPECIAL  FOW 

IRAQ-'  .   ;v.:.v:y;!;JV;:  :, : 

"It's  organizing  things  and 
^drfcingiWithypur  peers.  ■_■■. 
.'  Serving; a:s;;rriy;FFA  chapter's  •  '■ [■'■ 
president taiigftt me  the. ;:: 
interpersonal  skills  I  needed 
'-'"-■      '  ^-gether. 


Carter  rec; 
wrote,  for  a  class  at  the  acade- 


rng  my  senior  year,  I 
rite  about  the  kind  of 
officer  I  would  be,"  he  says.. 


ourse  because  he  had  already 
proven  himself  a  leader  at  West 
Point,"  McCaffrey  says.  "He  was 
at  the  top  of  his  class  in  military 

aptjtiirfp  and  nh\/<;ir3l  fitnp=i=;:": 


Smyth  ma.i~.v-,,  ,., 
politics. and  graduated  fr 


W$ 


the  world.  Again,  ne  was 
elected  to  serve  his  class  in  a 
leadership  position. 


andful 


officer's  commission  from 
Secretary  of  the  Army  Thomas 
White  duririg;  an  exclusive-  '; 
■ony  following 
ifild  invito, : 


invite  his  mo 


we  wouli 
hpur  a  njgl 
meals  a  da\ 
teaches  yoi,  ^  ^.u, 
personalities  at  the; 
when  everyone  is  ci 
tired,  hungry  and  Coli 
goal  is  to  see  how  each 


stress  of  combat  leadersf 
You  learn  to  work  hard,  a 


reiyiori  your  teammates.:  You 
v  people  operate  ph; 


;  for  today's  graduates,.  Carter 
says,  "When  you're  in  high  . 
school,  you  tend  to  think  the 

■world  revolves  around  vou. 


you  can  learn  from  those 


gone  where  vou; 


want  to  go.  When  you're  going 
■through  a  rough  spot,:  take 
time  to  listen :to  those  who 


I'd  learned  as  a. kid  about . 
being  responsible  and  talcing 
care  of  other  living  b.emgs- 
about  how  I  developed  a 
. sense'  of  u rgehcy  in  making ; . ; 
■sure'everyone  is  taken  care  of/ 
:  1  wrote :  a  bout  th  e  i  m  porta  n 


the  academy,  Smyth  TnadeShe" 
characteristics  of  leadership 
his  own.  "Whatever  career 
path  he  takes,  this  young  man 
is  going  to  do  a  lot  of  good  for 
a  lot  of  people,"  McCaffrey 
says,  "He's  a  good  organizer, 
he's  low  key,  he  treats  people 
■  with  respect,  he  has  a  very 
high  level  of  integrity  and  a 
great  sense  of  humility.  I  was 
very  impressed  with  him  as  a 
student  and  as  an  officer." 

McCaffrey  taught  Smyth  an 
honors  course  on  national 
security  policy  at  the  academy. 
Smyth  was  one  of  20  students 
^admitted, to  the  course  from  a 
s|$^l;6f  approximately  200 
:'-;fVd:ipRHed'.,\;'.    ■',■". 
"Smyth 'was  selected  for  tl 


Why  Mr.  Davenport?  Carter 
says,; " BiflDavehrjort  hasr : 
believed  in  me  since  the  day  I 
Sifsf  walked  tntb  his  classroom. 
The  support  und  inspiration  he 
provided  are  a  big  part  of  the 
cess  I've  achieved.  When . 
='s  Chuckled,  at  my  dreams, 
lelieved  in  me  and  helped 
i  to  achieve  them.  He's 

ta  ahpyt  his.  students 
inking  of  others, 
iabie  man,  atrue: 


■    Following  graduation, 
Second  Lieutenant  Smyth 
enrolled  in  the  U.S.  Army' 
Ranger  program  at  Fort 
Benning,  Georgia,  one  of  the 
premier  leadership  schools  in 


FFA  members  in  Iraq 


ARMY  PFC.  JESSICA  LYNCH,  A  19-YEAR-OLD  FORMER  FFA  MEMBER  FROM  WEST  VIRGINIA,  BECAME 
ONE  OF  THE  TOP  NEWS  STORIES  DURING  THE  WAR  IN  IRAQ.  THE  507TH  MAINTENANCE  COMPANY, 
A  NON-COMBAT  UNIT  OF  WHICH  SHE  WAS  A  MEMBER,  CAME  UNDER  HEAVY  ATTACK  IN  MARCH. 
SEVERAL  OF  THE  SOLDIERS  DIED  IN  THE  ATTACK.  JESSICA,  HEAVILY  INJURED,  WAS  TAKEN  PRISONER. 
U.S.  FORCES  LATER  STAGED  A  RESCUE  MISSION,  RETRIEVING  JESSICA  AND  THE  BODIES  OF  SEVERAL 
AMERICANS.  AMONG  THE  BODIES  WAS  THAT  OF  ARMY  SPC.  JAMES  KIEHL,  A  22-YEAR-OLD  FORMER 
FFA  MEMBER  FROM  TEXAS.  JEFFERY  BOHR,  A  39-YEAR-OLD  FORMER  FFA  MEMBER  FROM  IOWA, 
ALSO  DIED  IN  IRAQ.  A  GUNNERY  SERGEANT  WITH  THE  U.S.  MARINES,  HE  WAS  KILLED  IN  APRIL 
IN  A  BAGHDAD  GUN  BATTLE.  JESSICA,  NOW  BACK  IN  THE  STATES,  IS  STILL  RECOVERING  FROM 
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F  oi»  Mission:  sudcal  Success 


Meet  colihtry  music  newcomers  Josh  Turner 
and  Biily,$iTington 

- 

A  speciaHnstallment  of  "The  FFA  at  75" 
featuring' Tyler  England 


aymq  music  ror 


and  her  fans 

Music  is  what  compelled  Terri  Clark  to  leave  her  Canadian  hometown 
of  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  for  Nashville  at  age  18.  Now,  after  years  of 
making  records  and  touring,  she  has  a  new  record  and  she'll  be 
bringing  the  music  to  the  upcoming  national  FFA  convention. 

The  songs  on  her  new  record,  "Pain  to  Kill,"  are  inspired  by  some 
ofTerri's  difficult  life  experiences,  including  a  divorce.  But  the 
resulting  music,  like  her  attitude,  is  energetic  and  optimistic. 

"I'm  a  strong  yet  vulnerable  woman,"  she  admits.  "I'm  very  sure 
of  what  I  do  well-and  I  want  to  be  the  best  at  what  I  do.  And  the 
thing  I  do  is  pretty  simple-flat-out,  hardcore,  pumped-up,  country 
music.  That's  what  I  was  put  here  to  do-and  to  maybe  bring  some 
kind  of  deeper  meaning." 

The  album's  hit  song,  "I  Just  Wanna  Be  Mad",  is  her  biggest  hit  in 
years,  and  it  recalls  the  honky-tonk  fiddle  and  guitar  sounds  of  the 
past.  It's  a  change  from  her  last  couple  of  records,  which  were 
more  introspective. 

Jerri,  who  sings  and  plays  guitar,  has  great  respect  for  her  fans, 
who  have  bought  her  records  for  eight  years.  "My  audience  has  to 
work  for  a  living,"  she  says,  "but  they  also  want  to  live-and  they'll 
do  what  it  takes  to  get  there.  They  may  make  some  mistakes,  but 
they'll  dust  themselves  off  and  keep  going.  They  want  to  experience 
everything  that's  out  there  for  them.  That's  what  marks  the  people 
who  come  to  my  shows." 

My  energy  goes  into  living  and  the  people  who  dig  my  music,"  she 
adds,  "because  that's  where  the  power  and  the  joy  are.  You  want 
to  connect  hard-and  that's  the  only  way."  fc 
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TERRl'S  NEW  CD  IS  "PAIN  TO  KILL." 


For  more  information:  www.ternclark.com 


Darryl  Worley  gives  something 
back  to  U.S.  troops 

Fresh  from  the  huge  success  of  "Have  You  Forgotten?",  his  song 
written  for  U.S.  troops  in  Afghanistan,  Darryl  Worley  will  travel  to 
Louisville  to  perform  at  this  year's  national  FFA  convention. 

"Isn't  it  amazing  when  things  like  this  come  about  just  because 
you  were  trying  to  do  something  good?"  Darryl  says.  "I  knew 
the  song  had  a  strong  message,  butyo.u  really  don't  know  how 
something  is  going  to  be  received." 

Raised  in  Hardin  County,  Tennessee,  he  comes  from  blue-collar 
stock  and  a  long  line  of  musicians.  Grandparents,  aunts,  uncles 
and  cousins  were  singers  and  pickers.  Darryl  started  playing 
harmonica  at  age  five  and  guitar  at  age  nine.  As  kids,  he  and 
his  brothers  formed  a  harmony  trio  with  Darryl  as  its  lead  singer. 
He  began  writing  songs  when  he  was  in  high  school. 

His  interest  in  songwriting  blossomed  while  in  college.  He  funded 
his  education  by  working  at  the  local  paper  mill,  in  construction  and 
as  a  commercial  fisherman  on  the  Tennessee  River.  He  also  formed 
his  own  country  band  and  landed  a  regular  job  singing  the  songs  of 
Merle  Haggard,  George  Jones,  Willie  Nelson  and  DwightYoakam. 

"I  graduated  from  that  to  the  Moose  Lodge  and  the  local  American 
Legion  Hall,"  Darryl  says.  After  trying  his  hand  at  a  few  different 
careers,  he  felt  music  tugging  at  his  sleeve.  He  had  early  success  as 
a  songwriter.  From  there,  the  doors  opened  to  his  singing  career. 

Although  he  is  now  based  in  Music  City,  he  is  still  a  resident  of 
Hardin  County.  His  wife,  Beverly,  is  a  hometown  girl  whom  he 
married  in  2001.  They  live  in  a  cabin  on  a  rural  acreage. 

"Have  You  Forgotten?"  took  Darryl  to  the  next  level  in  his  career, 
but  he  knows  he  had  some  help  from  his  friends.  "I  can't  give 
credit  for  this  to  anyone  but  the  military  and  the  good  Lord.  It's  all 
just  been  incredible.  The  only  thing  I  regret  is  that  I  couldn;t  go 
right  back  to  Afghanistan  and  play  it  for  the  troops  the  day  after 
we  finished  writing  it."  "fe 
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Parading  In  The  Rain 
teaturing  the  title  cut  & 

"Easy  town'  You" 
September  16 
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Keeping  it  simple% 

Joe  Nichols  plays  country  music  straight 

Like  many  FFA  members,  Joe  Nichols  knew  at  an  early  age  what  he 
wanted  to  do  for  a  living.  "It's  like  dreaming  of  becoming  a  fire- 
man, or  anything  else-you  want  to  be  great  at  something,"  Joe 
says.  For  me,  it  was  country  music.  That  was  what  I  cared  about." 

Joe,  raised  with  an  older  brother  and  younger  sister  in  Rogers, 
Arkansas,  grew  up  with  music.  His  father  drove  a  truck  but  also 
played  bass  and  sang.  Joe  would  hear  and  watch  his  dad,  uncles 
and  grandfather  perform  in  classic  country  bands.  "Their  kind  of 
country  was  the  music  I've  always  liked  to  listen  to,"  he  says. 

While  his  friends  in  high  school  listened  to  rock  and  metal  music, 
Joe  had  Merle  Haggard,  Marty  Robbins  and  George  Jones  in  his  CD 
player.  "They  had  real  cool  voices  and  finished  sounds.  They  were 
right  in  the  tradition.  But  in  their  music,  everything  was  fresh." 

Joe's  new  record,  "Man  with  a  Memory,"  maintains  the  classic 
country  sound.  The  music,  he  says,  "has  a  simplicity  to  it.  It's  so 
simple,  in  fact,  that  it's  kind  of  difficult.  You  know  how  on  some 
records  a  guitar  player,  for  example,  will  start  playing  something 
tricky?  It'll  be  like  he's  saying  'Hey  man,  check  me  out.'  We  paid 
our  musicians  not  to  overplay,  not  to  hotdog.  We  wanted  every 
note  to  matter." 

"The  core  of  your  songs  and  music  needs  to  be  about  what  you 
know,  what  you  feel,"  he  says.  "You  can  spice  it  up,  flavor  it, 
add  this  or  take  away  that.  You  can  add  colors,  make  it  modern 
sounding,  make  it  different,  unique,  or  off-the-wall.  You  can, 
I  believe,  add  things  to  classic  country  without  making  the  core 
of  it  vanish.  You  can  wear  any  kind  of  clothes  that  you  want  to 
wear,  you  can  put  on  this  or  that.  But  that  classic-country  base, 
that's  what  I'm  always  going  to  come  home  to.  Because  that's 
where  it  is  for  me."  ^ 


concert  Detail 


JO  DEE'S  NEW  CD  IS  "GREATE 
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No  time  to  smell  the  roses 

Jo  Dee  Messina's  drive  to  succeed  has  put  her 
on  the  road  to  musical  fame 

Jo  Dee  Messina's  gift  can  perhaps  be  traced  to  New  England  self- 
reliance,  or  maybe  the  work  ethic  of  her  blue-collar  hometown. 
She  was  raised  by  a  single  mother  in  Holliston,  Massachusetts. 

After  several  years  of  hard  times  in  music,  she  finally  hit  her  stride 
a  few  years  ago.  Her  career  to  date  is  now  wrapped  up  in  a  greatest 
hits  CD  that  includes  the  single  "Was  That  My  Life." 

FFA  members  will  get  to  hear  some  of  her  greatest  hits.  FFA  New 
Horizons  talked  to  Joe  Dee  a  few  years  ago  about.her  music  and 
her  career.  She  even  offered  some  advice  for  teenagers.  Here's  an 
excerpt  from  that  interview: 

You've  had  a  successful  string  of  number  one  singles. 
What's  your  secret  for  making  good  songs? 
You  can't  really  predict  a  "hit, "  but  when  I  record  a  song,  it's 
something  that  I  have  to  be  able  to  relate  to  so  I  know  what  I'm 
talking  about.  And  it  has  to  be  something  that  I  feel.  When  I 
write,  I  just  kind  of  sing  and  write  and  then  have  someone  put 
the  music  to  it  later. 

Many  of  your  fans  are  teenagers.  Do  you  have  any  words  of 
wisdom  you  can  share  with  them? 

I'm  totally  a  kid  at  heart.  I  think  it's  really  important  for  kids  to 
learn  how  to  let  things  roll  off  their  backs  and  accept  people  for 
being  different.  I'd  like  to  see  kids  focus  their  energy  toward  some- 
thing positive-not  complaining,  not  gossiping  and  not  picking 
people  apart.  That  stuff  is  a  total  waste  of  energy.  So  what  if  you 
have  the  ability  to  hurt  somebody?  That's  no  big  thing-that's  easy. 
It  takes  a  lot  more  strength  to  befriends  with  that  kid  that  every- 
body picks  on  or  to  find  good  in  the  kid  that  just  moved  to  town. 

Do  you  have  time  to  sit  back  and  smell  the  roses? 
/  think  I've  become  a  workaholic,  which  is  not  the  best  thing  in 
the  world.  It's  good  to  be  a  hard  worker,  but  I  don't  know  what  to 
do  when  I'm  not  working.  I  recently  took  a  couple  of  days  off  and 
went  out  to  the  lake  and  rented  a  houseboat.  I  just  couldn't  wait 
to  get  back  home  to  work.  Working  hard  does  have  its  benefits 
and  I  find  enjoyment  in  my  work.  It's  not  really  like  a  job.  "fc 
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We've  got  a  flavor  for  everyone! 
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DIERHS  BENTIEY 

Featuring  the  smash 

"WHAT WAS  ITHINKIN" 
Also  features  "WISH  IT 
WOULD  BREAK" 
In  stores  NOW! 


CRRIS  CACLE 


STIRRING   it  up  with  the  hits 
"WHAT  A  BEAUTIFUL  DAY" 
and  the  rocking 
"CHICKS  DIG  IT" 


JENNIFER  HANSON 


COOL  new  sounds  from  one  hot  new 
chick  including  "BEAUTIFUL  GOODBYE" 
and  "HALF  A  HEART  TATTOO" 
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TRACE  UKIIS 

Includes  the  soul-WARMING 

song  for  parents  and  children, 

"THEN  THEY  DO" 

as  well  as  his  hottest  hits! 


KEITH  URBAN 

FRESH   flavors  from  one 
of  country's  star 

"SOMEBODY  LIKE  YOU," 
"RAINING  ON  SUNDAY," 
"WHO  WOULDN'T  WANNA 
BE  ME"  and  more! 


.BOY 


SUSAN  ASHTON 

"SHE  IS"  -  Just  a  little  TASTE 
from  her  upcoming  album! 


CHRIS  LEDOUX 

Country  music  coming  on 
STRONG  Including  the 
raucous  title  track 
"HORSEPOWER" 
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DO  YOU  HAVE  THE  RIGHT  TRUCK 
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Does  your  truck  offer  a  Big  Block  Vortec™  V8  with  the  most  torque  of  any  gas  HD  pickuL 

•  A  Duramax™  Diesel  with  an  Allison™  transmission!  •  The  most  payload  of  any  HD  pickup 

•  QUADRASTEER  4-wheel  steeringz  •  OnStars  and  XM  Radio" •Silverado  does  •  And  it's 
from  Chevy,  the  full-size  pickups  with  better  resale  value  than  Ford  and  Dodge? 

Silverado.  The  right  truck.  From  Chevy™  The  most  dependable,  longest-lasting  trucks  on  the  road? 

\  *  o  877-THE  TRUCK  or  chevy.com/silverado  All  claims  exclude  other  GM  vehicles.  1 .  Available  only  on  2500HD  and  3500  models.  2.  QUADRASTEER  available 

/Tlotar*  on  specifically  equipped  1500  Ext.  Cab  Short  Box  and  2500  Crew  Cab  models.  Call  or  go  online  to  learn  more.  3.  Available  on  LS  and  LT  models  only.  Call 

1-888-0NSTAR-7  or  visit  onstar.com  lor  system  limitations  and  details.  4.  Available  only  in  the  48  contiguous  states.  Activation  and  service  fees  extra. 
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SILVERADO  ^BP  LIKE  A  ROCK 


For  more  information,  visit  gm.xmradio.com  5.  Based  on  1999-2002  model  year  vehicles  and  NAOA  July  2003  trade-in  values.  6.  Dependability  based  on  longevity: 
1981-July  2002  full-line  light-duty  truck  company  registrations.  Excludes  other  GM  divisions.  QUADRASTEER  is  a  trademark  of  Delphi  Corporation.  The  XM  name  is  a 
registered  trademark  of  XM  Satellite  Radio,  Inc.  OnStar  is  a  registered  service  mark  of  OnStar  Corp.  ©2003  GM  Corp.  Buckle  up,  America! 
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TRACE'S  NEW  CD  IS  "GREATEST  HITS  COLLECTION,  VOLUME  1. 

For  more  information:  www.traceadkins.com 


usic  in  a 


book 


Trace  Adkins,  a  former  FFA  member, 
writes  a  book  based  on  the  message 
in  one  of  his  hit  songs 


hildren  grow  and  learn, 
,,.,  ,nd  join  the  world  as 
productive  members  of  society.  They  expect  their  children  to 
venture  out  on  their  own-but  are  they  really  prepared  for  it 
when  they  do? 


Based  on  the  hit  country  song  by  Trace  Adkins,  the  new  book, 
"then  They  Do,  "  is  the  expression  of  those  mixed  emotions 
of  pride  and  apprehension  that  parents  experience  when 
they  discover  their  children  have  blossomed  into  the  young 
men  and  women  they'd  always  hoped  they'd  become. 

Celebrating  the  milestones  and  cherishing  the  moments,  the 
book  is  filled  with  real-life  stories  that  reflect  the  heart  of 
this  popular  song.  "When  I  first  listened  to  the  song,"  Trace 
writes,  "I  was  quite  literally  stopped  in  my  tracks-it  really 
rang  true  to  how  I  feel  as  a  father." 

Expressing  the  universality  of  the  song's  message,  song- 
writer/author Jim  Collins  (who  co-wrote  the  song  with 
Adkins)  writes  this  about  his  own  daughter:  "In  what  seems 
like  no  time  at  all,  I've  gone  from  taking  training  wheels  off 
her  bicycle  to  walking  her  down  the  aisle.  And  when  I  saw 
her  looking  so  beautiful  in  her  wedding  dress,  I  wished  I  had 
it  to  do  all  over  again." 

Releasing  simultaneously  with  this  heartwarming  book  is 
Trace's  newest  album,  "Greatest  Hits  Collection,  Volume  i."ln 
addition  to  a  dozen  of  his  chart-topping  singles,  the  CD  will 
feature  "Then  They  Do." 

"Then  They  Do"  is  the  newest  of  Rutledge  Hill  Press's 
"NoteBooks"-books  based  on  songs  performed  by  some  of 
country  music's  most  popular  artists  and  written  by  the  actual 
songwriters.  Along  with  inspiring  text  and  illustrations,  Trace's 
book  includes  the  song  lyrics  and  a  CD  single.  ~k 


Toby  Keith,  a  former  FFA  member,  has 
his  music  career  in  high  gear 


Asked  how  he's  managed  to  maintain  his  superstar  status  for  so 
long,  Toby  Keith  says,  "I've  just  been  doing  the  same  things  I've 
always  done;  it's  my  surroundings  that  have  changed.  I've  got  a 
record  company  that  gives  me  the  freedom  to  do  what  I  want, 
and  the  industry  has  accepted  what  I  do.  Because  of  that,  in  a 
very  real  sense,  I've  been  liberated." 

For  this  former  FFA  member  from  Moore,  Oklahoma,  success  didn't 
come  overnight.  But  when  it  did— after  years  of  playing  in  the 
garage  and  in  honky-tonks-success  came  like  an  avalanche.  He 
has  sold  more  than  k  million  albums  in  the  last  two  years,  he's 
won  nearly  every  country  music  award  that  exists  and  he's  as 
visible  as  Tiger  Woods  in  the  advertising  world. 

These  triumphs  are  a  reflection  of  the  vision,  work  ethic  and 
persistence  that  Toby  developed  from  his  days  growing  up  with 
football,  music  and  FFA. 

Toby  views  his  success  as  proof  that  his  stubborn  willingness  to 
stick  to  his  vision  was  the  right  course.  "I  wouldn't  have  been 
happy  with  compromise,  and  I  never  gave  up,"  he  relates.  "I  did 
my  last  album  the  way  I  did  my  first-my  way.  It  never  entered 
my  mind  to  change  or  try  to  conform  just  to  stay  afloat.  My  motto 
was  always:  'Let's  go  down  with  the  ship  or  come  back  up.'" 

Toby  lives  with  his  wife,  Tricia,  daughters  Shelley  and  Krystal, 
and  son  Stelen  outside  Norman,  Oklahoma,  where  he  is 
completing  Dream  Walkin'  Farms,  a  thoroughbred  breeding 
and  training  facility. 

Both  in  his  personal  and  professional  lives,  he  is  grateful  for 
the  satisfaction  of  being  at  the  helm  of  a  well-oiled  machine. 
"I  don't  think  I'm  at  my  peak,"  he  says,  "but  I  do  think  I'm 
hitting  my  stride."  1s 
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Just  call  him  Billy 

Billy  Currington  draws  inspiration  from  his 
high  school  days  and  smalltown  roots 

One  of  country  music's  top  new  names  is  Billy  Currington,  a 
youthful,  curly-haired  product  of  Rincon,  Georgia.  Billy's  music-a 
blend  of  traditional  country  and  modern  pop  music-often  recalls 
a  time  when  life  seemed  simpler,  although  the  singer-songwriter 
certainly  can't  claim  to  have  had  an  easy  life. 

His  mother  married  a  man  named  Larry  Currington  when  Billy  was 
a  year-and-a-half  old.  Through  the  next  few  years  Billy  lived  in  a 
home  troubled  by  alcohol  abuse.  "He'd  get  drunk  and  a  little 
crazy,"  Billy  says.  "He  eventually  died  of  drinking  and  cancer." 

Nevertheless,  it  was  Larry  Currington  who  introduced  Billy  to  country 
music.  "He'd  play  Willie  Nelson,  Waylon  Jennings,  The  Statler 
Brothers,  Kenny  Rogers,  all  those  guys.  I  loved  it,  and  I'd  play 
those  myself  when  he  wasn't  around,"  Billy  says.  "It  was  in  the 
9th  or  10th  grade  when  I  got  turned  on  to  Keith  Whitley.  I'd  buy 
those  tapes  and  sing  those  songs  just  like  he  did." 

Billy's  debut  single,  "Walk  a  Little  Straighter,"  tells  the  story  of  a 
child  watching  his  father  stumbling  through  the  door  and  vowing 
not  to  make  that  same  mistake  when  he  becomes  a  father.  Billy 
wrote  the  chorus  at  age  12. 

"I've  always  been  writing.  Growing  up,  I'd  get  halfway  through  a 
song,  but  it  wouldn't  make  any  sense  anymore,  so  I'd  quit.  I  never 
thought,  'I'm  going  to  move  to  Nashville  to  be  a  writer.'  That  was 
never  my  thing,  but  every  year  I  was  writing  something." 

As  a  high  school  junior,  a  classmate  invited  Billy  to  her  father's 
church.  At  the  preacher's  request,  Billy  sang  the  following  Sunday. 
Impressed  with  what  he  heard,  the  preacher  eventually  drove  Billy 
to  Nashville  to  audition  at  the  Opryland  USA  theme  park. 

"I  didn't  make  it,  but  that  didn't  bother  me;  because  all  senior 
year  i  knew  I  was  going  back  to  Nashville."  His  first  move  lasted 
less  than  a  year,  during  which:  Billy  worked  in  a  local  pawnshop. 
He  returned  to  his  grandmother's  house  and  joined  a  local  country 
band.  After  eight  months  of  playing  a  local  gig,  he  decided  to  give 
Music  City  another  shot-and  it  has  paid  off. "fc 


Josh's  train  is  on  time 

Newcomer  Josh  Turner  creates  a  buzz  in  his 
debut  at  the  Grand  Ole  Opry 

Josh  Turner  will  never  forget  his  Grand  Ole  Opry  debut.  And  neither 
:  will  the  Opry  audience  on  that  night  a  couple  of  years  ago,  when 
they  gave  the  then-unknown  performer  two  standing  ovations. 

"I  sang  a  song  I  wrote,  called  'Long  Black  Train,'"  Josh  recalls.  "I 
was  on  cloud  nine,  standing  there  singing  a  song  of  mine,  stand- 
ing where  Johnny  Cash,  Marty  Robbins,  Ernest  Tubb,  Hank  Williams, 
Patsy  Cline  and  RoyAcuff  had  stood.  All  of  a  sudden,  people  started 
standing  up  and  cheering.  I  wasn't  even  through  with  the  song 
yet!  I  had  two  more  verses  and  a  chorus  to  go.  By  the  end  of  the 
song,  everybody  was  on  their  feet.  I  was  in  awe,  just  in  shock. 

Dreams  came  true  that  night  for  the  Hannah,  South  Carolina, 
native  who  always  hoped  that  one  day  he'd  be  on  a  stage.  And 
with  a  deep,  rich  voice  that's  commanding  beyond  his  25  years,  it 
was  only  a  matter  of  time.  "Growing  up,  I  was  always  adept  to 
male  singers  with  low  baritone  or  bass  voices,"  recalls  Josh.  "As  a 
young  boy,  I  would  go  around  mimicking  the  bass  parts  that  our 
church  men's  quartet  would  sing." 

And  now  the  rest  of  the  world  can  hear  what  the  buzz  was  about 
that  night  at  the  Opry.  The  title  track  "Long  Black  Train"  is  Josh's 
new  single-a  traditional  sounding  country  gospel  song  that 
would  make  Hank  Williams  proud.  In  fact,  Luke  the  Drifter  was  th 
song's  inspiration.  Josh  wrote  the  tune  while  still  a  student  at 
Nashville's  Belmont  University,  after  listening  to  the  entire  Hank 
Sr.  box  set  in  the  school's  library. 


"As  I  was  walking  home  that  night,  I  felt  something  inside  me 
that  had  to  come  out,"  Josh  says.  "All  of  a  sudden,  I  got  this 
vision  of  a  wide  open  space,  out  on  the  plains.  There  was  a  train 
running  out  in  the  middle  of  nowhere,  and  people  were  standin 
beside  the  tracks,  just  watching  it  go  by. 

Josh  knew  he  had  something  special-but  never  thought  "Long 
Black  Train"  would  become  his  first  signature  song.  "This  song  is 
odd,"  he  admits.  "It's  old-timey"— it  sounds  like  i9V>'s  gospel 
music.  But  I  started  playing  it  for  people  and  they  went  crazy  ovei 
it.  It  blew  my  mind.  That  song  has  opened  so  many  doors  for  me. 
I'm  glad  it's  the  first  one  on  the  album,  because  it  expresses  my 
country  upbringing  and  my  Christian  heritage." 
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joe  nichols 

man  with  a 

memory 

featuring  his  two  #1  hits 

The  Impossible" 

and  plus 

She  Only  Smokes  When  She  Drinks" 
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I've  heard.  "  —  Alan  Jackson 

"This  record  has  that  laid-back  country-comfort  soundjou'd  find 

in  some  of  Merle  Haggard's  and  Don  Williams'signature  albums.  " 

—  Dallas  Morning  News 

Grammy  Nominated    ACM  Top  New  Male  Vocalist 

THE  FUTURE  OF  COUNTRY  MUSIC 
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'CONSTANTLY" 


..BLENDS  BIG,  CRUNCHY  ROCK  AVAILABLE  NOW 


GUITARS,  CRISP  ACOUSTIC 


STRUMMING,  ACCESSIBLE  MELODIES 


AND  INSIGHTFUL  LYRICS.. .ONE  OF  THE 


BEST  ALBUMS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


-BILLBOARD  MAGAZINE 
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SIYIEllS  (.IKE  COUNTRY,  TASTES  CIKE  ROCK  lti  RGU 


LOOK  FOR  A  NEW  STUDIO 
ALBUM,  INCLUDING  A  LIVE 


CONCERT  BONUS  DVD  IN  2004! 


www.crosscanadianragweed.com 
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As  we  celebrate  the  National  FFA  Organization's  75th 
anniversary,  we've  devoted  a  page  in  the  last  severa 
issues  of  the  magazine  to  "The  FFA  at  75,"  where  we 
feature  FFA  member  essays,  an  ongoing  timeline  of 
FFA  history  and  quotes  from  prominent  leaders  and 
former  FFA  members.  This  will  be  the  last  in  the 
series,  but  the  celebration  continues  at  this  year's 
national  FFA  convention. 

„ ■ '        !„  r.SAY  IS  BY  ASHLEY  Z1EGLER, 


FFA  timeline 


THE  FIRST 
H.O.  SARGENT 
AWARDS  FOR 
DIVERSITY 
ARE  GIVEN. 


AU0F  THESE  SWUS  AN 
HE  FUTURE. 


RNEDTOWORKWl 
D  OPPORTUNITIES  WILL  * 


THE  FFA  WEBSITE, 
WWW.FFA.ORG,  GOES 
LIVE.  TODAY,  THERE 
ARE  MORE  THAN 
1   35,000  UNIQUE 

VISITORS  PER  MONTH. 


NTERV,EWS- v  WAYS.  IT  WAS  A  WAY  TO 


THE 
NEW  NATIONAL 
FFA  CENTER  IN 
INDIANAPOLIS, 
INDIANA,  IS 
DEDICATED. 


.B6ooo'thINgshedoesownn. 

:ECSpONS.B.UTY..HAVETOr 


40ER  PAST  ANII 
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IN  MY  NEXT  TH 


g        TYLER  ENGLAND,  A  RECORDING  ARTIST  AND  LONGTIME  GARTH  BROOKS 

COLLABORATOR,  WHO  HAS  PERFORMED  AT  THE  NATIONAL  FFA  CONVENTION, 

tr,         HAD  THIS  TO  SAY  ABOUT  THE  FFA  MEMBERS  HE'S  MET  ALONG  THE  WAY: 

o 

:    "  I've  met  a  lot  of  young  FFA  members.  I'd  be  proud  to  be  friends 
with  any  of  them.  I've  not  met  young  people  as  well  spoken  as 
FFA  members.  They  are  very  respectful-they  cover  you  up  with  'yes 
ma'ams'  and  'yes  sirs.'  That's  the  way  I  was  raised,  and  that's  the  way 
I  want  to  see  young  people  raised." 


LOUISVILLE, 
KENTUCKY,  HOSTS 
ITS  FIRST  NATIONAL 
FFA  CONVENTION. 


FFA  BEGINS 
CELEBRATING  ITS 
75TH  ANNIVERSARY. 


IMAGES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  IUPUI  UNIVER. 
LIBRARY  SPECIAL  COLLECTIONS  AND  ARCH 


^^.j  CHEVROLET 

Brought  to  you  by  Chevy  Trucks 


Featuring 
Top  Hits  Including, 

"THE  WISH" 

"WAS  THAT 
MY  LIFE" 
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With  hundreds  of 
events  over  the 
course  of  four  days, 
the  national  FFA 
convention  offers 
opportunities  for 
everyone.  There  are 
competitions, 
concerts,  dinners, 
workshops,  general 
sessions,  photo 
sessions  and  public 
hearings,  not  to 
mention  the  career 
show,  FFA  shopping 
mall,  Louisville 
attractions  and  more. 
So  how  do  you  get 
to  do  everything? 
Prioritize  and 
organize.  Using  the 
seven  steps  below, 
you  can  make  more 
efficient  use  of  your 
time  and  get  the 
most  from  your 
experience. 


iZ^^J  CHEVROLET 

Brought  to  you  by  Chevy  Trucks 


Step  one: 

Plan  For  "essential" 
activities. 

If  your  presence  is  required  at 
band  or  chorus  rehearsals, 
delegate  meetings,  talent 
auditions,  competitions, 
award  ceremonies  or  meal 
functions,  put  these  items  on 
your  convention  schedule  first. 
Everything  else  you  do  at  the 
convention  can  be  worked  in 
around  these  required  events. 

Step  two: 

Decide  which  general 
sessions  to  attend. 
There  are  10  general  sessions 
held  in  Freedom  Hall  during 
the  convention.  The  arena 
seats  12,000  people  at  a  time 
and  each  session  has  a  differ- 
ent schedule  of  speakers, 
award  ceremonies  and  other 
happenings.  If  there  is  a 
speaker  you  really  want  to 
hear,  or  there's  an  award  cere- 
mony you  want  to  attend,  your 
decision  will  be  easy.  If  not, 
pick  a  session  that  works  with 
your  schedule  and  lock  it  in. 

Step  three: 
Select  workshops. 
Last  year,  FFA  members  chose 
from  37  premier  leadership  and 
personal  growth  workshops 
from  Wednesday  through 
Friday.  Presented  by  top-notch 
speakers,  including  former 
national  FFA  officers,  these 
thought-provoking  seminars 
provide  you  with  ideas  and 
materials  you  can  use  long 
after  the  convention  is  over. 
Seating  is  limited  to  250  par- 
ticipants per  workshop,  so 
arrive  early  to  get  your  seats. 


Step  Four: 

Pick  the  educational 
tours  that  interest  you 
Educational  tours  include 
Louisville-area  attractions  and 
the  Career  Development  Event 
(CDE)  tour  series.  Louisville 
attractions  recommended  by 
FFA  are  split  into  two  groups. 
Most,  including  Churchill 
Downs  and  the  Louisville 
Science  Center,  you  visit  on 
your  own.  For  $5,  you  have  the 
option  of  taking  the  FFA  Tour 
Bus  on  visits  to  some  area 
farms.  The  CDE  tour  series  is  a 
rare  opportunity  for  you  to  see 
the  best  teams  in  the  nation 
compete  against  each  other. 

Step  Five: 
Book  time  at  the 
FFA  National  Agricultural 
Career  Show 
One  piece  of  advice:  Don't  try 
to  cover  the  career  show  in 
one  visit.  With  over  320 
exhibitors  on  hand  in  a  room 
that  covers  129,000  square 
feet,  it's  a  good  idea  to  make 
two  or  three  visits.  You'll  find 
potential  employers  and 
colleges  on  hand,  plus  you 
can  climb  on  the  latest  model 
tractors  and  pickup  trucks. 
Start  at  one  end  and  work 
your  way  to  the  other.  Use 
the  map  provided  in  the 
career  show  guide  (available 
at  the  convention)  to  make 
sure  you  don't  miss  anything. 


Step  six: 
Consider  your 
entertainment  options 
If  you're  a  music  lover,  you'll 
be  glad  to  hear  that  the  FFA 
will  be  presenting  big-name 
concerts  by  Darryl  Worley, 
Teri  Clark,  Joe  Nichols  and  Jo 
Dee  Messina.  Also  on  the 
schedule:  performances  by 
the  National  FFA  Band,  Chorus 
and  Talent,  the  Bluegrass 
Bull  Bash  rodeo,  hypnotists, 
FFA  dances  and  Six  Flags 
amusement  park. 

Step  seven: 
Compare  notes 
At  the  end  of  each  convention 
day,  gather  with  your  group 
to  reflect  on  the  day.  Find  out 
what  others  experienced 
during  the  day,  then  review 
the  next  day's  schedule. 
You  might  want  to  make 
adjustments  if  you  hear 
about  something  you  missed. 

National  FFA  Organization  staff 
members  currently  are  finaliz- 
ing many  of  the  events  and 
programs  for  the  2003  National 
FFA  Convention.  Watch  for 
updates  at  www.ffa.org  and 
the  September/October  issue 
of  FFA  New  Horizons. 
In  the  meantime,  you  can 
download  the  convention 
schedule  and  a  planning  grid 
that  will  help  you  build  your 
schedule:  www.ffa.org/con- 
vention/html/sch   index.html 
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Did  You  Know. 


The  UPS 
EARNand 

LEARN* 

Program 


Students  can  get  up  to 

$23,000 

to  apply  toward 

college  tuition,  books,  fees, 

approved  software  and  more. 

Ask  about  the 
Earn  and  Learn®  Program  today! 


•  UPS  is  the  Official  Express  Delivery 
Company  of  NASCAR? 

•  UPS  delivers  13.3  million  packages 
and  documents  daily? 

•  UPS  employs  360,000  worldwide? 


To  find  out  about  part-time  job 
opportunities,  visit: 

www.upsjobs.com 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


UPS  is  the  official  express  delivery  company  of  NASCAR 

NASCAR®  is  a  registered  trademark  of  the 
National  Association  for  Stock  Car  Auto  Racing,  Inc. 
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American  FFAuegi", 

the  top  degree  you  can  earn  as 

an  FFA  member.  Over  2.500  FA 

hpr5  received  the  degree  at 
members  receiv  onven- 

www.ffa-org 
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*  chapter  retreat        VX— ====■ 

"<*  summer  rh«  r  '         ' 

retreat  Last,  Centra'va//eyFF/5rh 


What's  happening  in  ^T^i 

your  FFA  chapter  r  (  ^  | 

We  want  to  know.  Send  us  your  story  and  photo 
(our  address  is  on  page  i). 
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Hard  at  work  since  1889. 


BY  MATTGAFFNEY 


Across 

I  Ruin  something 
i*     Big  galoot 

7     Without  any  hair 

II  Had  some  food 

12   de  Janeiro 

13 "So  be  it!" 

i/+  Country  star  who' 
be  performing 
at  the  National 
FFA  Convention 
in  October 

17  It  soaks  up  water 

18  Not  hers 


19  Country  star  who'll  be 
performing  at  the  FFA 
Convention  in  October 

2i*  Friend  of  a  fork 
and  a  knife 


27  Where  surgeons  work:  abbr. 

28  Make  your  shirt  red,  say 

29  Like  some  hair 

30  Army  rank:  abbr. 

31  It  gets  rung  in  school 

32  High  card  in  the 
deck 

33  Alternative  to 
cake 


31*  Artist's  stand 

35  Country  star 

who'll  be  performing 
at  the  National  FFA 
Convention  in  October 

38"A  mouse!" 

39  Candy,  dessert,  etc. 

i*3  Country  star  who'll  be 
performing  at  the  National 
FFA  Convention  in  October 

1*6  Schooling:  abbr. 

i*7     It's  attached  to  your  head 

1*8  Cooking  container 

i*9  The Star  State  (Texas) 

50  Sounds  of  hesitation 

51  "Lord  of  the  Rings"  creature 
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40 
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Down 

i     They're  superior  to  capts. 

2  Sitting  on 

3  Try  again 

i*    State  where  lots  of  potatoes 
are  grown 

5  Another  way  to  spell  "Amy" 

6  Not  a  friend 

7  The  ABC's 

8  Like  some  farmers  in  Pennsylvania 

9  Former  baseball  player  Oykstra 

10  Genetic  letters 


15  Have  a  good  time 

16  It  goes  with  pants 

20  Fiction  book 

21  Some  poems 

22  Country  star  Lovett  (and  former 
FFA  member) 

23  Opposite  of  "buy" 
21*  Hit  flies  or  fly  balls 

25  Rate  of  speed 

26  Completed 

30  Hard  to  satisfy 


31    Bread  maker 

33  ii*th  U.S.  president  Franklin 

31*  Baseball  mistakes 

36  Show  that's  already  been  on  TV 

37  Fighting 

1*0  Dog  food  brand 
i*i   Sign  of  sadness 

1*2  Lip contest 

i*3  State  next  to  Md. 

i*i*"Much About  Nothing" 

1*5  Civil  War  general 


You'll  find  the  solution  to  this  issue's  "Puzzler"  on  page  22 


Puzzler  is  brought  to  you  by 


ROPER 


WWW.ERnPER.COM 


1  -BSB-RDPE-EI 


I 


;■■. 


^*>v, 


SjR 


V 


:>W 


C 


your  money. 

FFA  scholarships-more  than  meets  the  eye 

Applying  can  benefit  your  finances  and  your  career  opportunities 


For  high  school  juniors  and 
seniors,  college  is  quickly 
emerging  on  your  radar 
screen.  As  you  browse  the  col- 
lege brochures  that  appear  in 
your  mailbox,  one  thing  jumps 
out-the  price.  For  those  of  you 
already  in  college,  you've 
already  seen  the  tuition  bills. 
How,  you  might  ask,  can  you 
possibly  afford  a  college  educa- 
tion that  can  cost  as  much  as  a 
new  car? 

Your  membership  in  FFA 
automatically  makes  you 
eligible  for  an  FFA  scholarship. 
Consider  it  one  of  the  many 
perks  that  come  with  member- 
ship. In  case  you  haven't  heard, 
the  FFA  scholarship  fund  is 
currently  valued  at  nearly 
$2  million. 

That's  a  significant  chunk 
of  change  for  the  1,578  individ- 
uals who  received  awards 
last  year  (FFA  received  6,000 
applications,  so  that  means 
roughly  one  out  of  four  appli- 
cants received  money-those 
are  pretty  good  odds). 

Job  possibilities 
Chevy  Trucks,  one  of  the  biggest 
financial  supporters  of  FFA, 
sponsors  10  scholarships  valued 
at  $2,500  each.  They've  funded 
FFA  projects  for  56  years,  and 
there's  a  simple  reason  for  it, 
according  to  Jan  Ferris,  who  is  a 
major  gifts  manager  at  the 
National  FFA  Center  in 
Indianapolis:  "They  know  and 


understand  that  our  students 
are  focused  both  academi- 
cally and  in  their  career 
plans,  plus  they  have 
learned  a  lot  about  lead- 
ership." 

This  year,  Chevrolet 
announced  that  FFA 
members  who  receive 
Chevrolet  scholarships 
also  will  be  consid- 
ered for  internships 
and  future  employ- 
ment opportuni- 
ties within  the 
company.  The 
range  of  career 
areas  is  huge 
and  includes 
engineering,  sales, 
marketing  and  finance. 

More  than  150  other 
companies  participate  in  the 
FFA  scholarship  program.  If  you 
think  of  them  as  potential 
employers,  you've  opened  the 
door  to  the  top  agriculture- 
related  companies  in  the  U.S. 
and  the  world.  They  include 
such  companies  as  Pioneer 
Hi-Bred  International,  Inc., 
Archer  Daniels  Midland, 
Bayer  CropScience, 
Bridgestone/Firestone,  BASF, 
Toyota  Motor  Sales,  U.S.A.,  Inc., 
Union  Pacific,  TruGreen 
Companies,  Wal-Mart  Stores, 
Inc.,  Ford  Trucks,  Monsanto 
Company,  Cargill,  AGCO 
Corporation  and  the  Daimler 
Chrysler  Corporation  Fund. 


Get  to  wor 

Talk  to  your  FFA  advisor  soon 
about  getting  your  hands  on 
an  FFA  scholarship  application 
(you  also  can  download  one  at 
www.ffa.org).  Your  application 
will  be  judged  on  such  factors 
as  grade  point  average,  SAT  or 
ACT  scores,  your  SAE  program 
and  leadership  experience. 
As  the  old  saying  goes, 
the  more  you  put  into  it,  the 
more  you  get  out  of  it.  That's 
especially  true  in  FFA,  where 
your  level  of  involvement 
increases  your  chances  of 
money  for  college  and, 
quite  possibly,  your  future 
employment  prospects,  k 


FFA  scholarships— 
the  Facts 

AMOUNT  TO  BE  AWARDED: 
$2  MILLION 

WHO'S  eligible:  FFA  MEMBERS 
WHO  ARE  HIGH  SCHOOL  SENIORS 
OR  FULL-TIME  COLLEGE  STUDENTS 

POSTMARK  DEADLINE: 
FEBRUARY  15,  200£f 

NOTIFICATION:  RECIPIENTS' 
NAMES  WILL  BE  POSTED  AT 
WWW.FFA.ORG  IN  MAY 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 
CONTACT  YOUR  FFA  ADVISOR, 
VISITWWW.FFA.ORG  OR  CALL 
317-802-6060 


Your  Money  is  brought  to  you  by 


GMAC 


WE  KNOW  HOW  YOU  FEEL 

Mi  r 

That  is  why^ehje  AFSA  Education  Foundation 

AND  GMAC   FiVSls^NCIAL  SERVICES  HAVE  CREATED 


.YOUR  pATHVVAyi 

TO 

Vehicle 

Financing: 


Your  Pathway  to  Vehicle 
Financing  guide  is  a 
comprehensive  guide  to  help  you: 

•  Create  a  budget 
Understand  credit 

•  Compare  payment  options 

•  Make  informed  choices 


Educate  yourself 

Visit  us  online  at  www.pathwaytovehiclefinancing.com 
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FOUNDATION 


Underwritten 


[GMACL 

[Financial1 
[Services 


Student  Success 


"GMAC  is  proud  to  support  FFA  and 
salutes  FFA  for  75  years  of  excellence!" 


Up  in  smoke 

Smoking  is  a  one-way  ticket  to  health  problems 


BY  CHRIS  HAYHURST 


Everyone  knows  that 
smoking  can  be  deadly. 
With  warning  labels  on 
cigarette  packs,  news  head- 
lines of  huge  lawsuits  against 
tobacco  companies  and  stun- 
ning statistics  on  the  thou- 
sands who  die  each  year  of 
smoking-related  illnesses, 
it's  impossible  to  ignore. 

Yet  despite  the  dangers, 
people  smoke  anyway. 
Elderly  men  and  women 
dying  of  lung  cancer  smoke 
cigarettes  on  their 
deathbeds.  Parents  smoke  in 
front  of  their  children.  High 
school  students  sneak  smokes 
between  classes.  According  to 
the  American  Lung 
Association,  nearly  5,000 
teens  try  a  cigarette  for  the 
first  time  each  day.  And  while 
more  than  60  percent  decide 
smoking  is  not  for  them, 
almost  2,000  go  on  to 
become  regular  smokers. 


The  problem,  say  health 
experts,  is  nicotine,  a  chemi- 
cal found  naturally  in  tobac- 
co. Nicotine  is  intensely 
addictive,  especially  for 
those  who  begin  smoking  at 
an  early  age.  All  it  takes  is  a 
few  cigarettes  for  a  smoker 
to  become  hooked,  and 
once  hooked  it's  extremely 
hard  to  stop. 

Down  the  wrong  road 
"Often  teens  start  smoking 
with  the  thought  that  they 
can  quit  whenever  they 
want,"  says  Sarah  Davis,  a 
spokesperson  with  the 
American  Lung  Association. 
"But  many  find  that  quitting 
is  one  of  the  hardest  things 
they've  ever  done."  And 
many  find  the  task  altogether 
impossible. 

As  for  the  health  conse- 
quences of  smoking,  some 
are  immediate,  while  others 


may  take  a  few  years  to 
develop.  One  of  the  first  side 
effects  a  smoker  experiences 
is  a  loss  of  oxygen.  Even  a 
relatively  new  smoker  will 
soon  have  trouble  catching 
his  breath  doing  things  like 
playing  basketball,  dancing 
or  even  walking  up  stairs- 
things  he  used  to  do 
without  thinking. 

Smoker's  cough  is  another 
early  complication.  Inhaled 
smoke  destroys  microscopic 
hair-like  projections  called 
cilia  in  the  respiratory  tract. 
The  mucus  buildup  that 
results  causes  the 
stereotypical  "hack." 

Over  time,  the  effects 
become  more  serious. 
Smoking  can  interfere  with 
normal  lung  growth  in  teens, 
causing  the  lungs  to  stop 
growing  before  they've  fully 
developed.  In  addition, 
many  of  the  more  than  it.ooo 
different  chemicals  found 
in  cigarettes  are  highly 
poisonous  to  the  human 
body.  These  toxic  chemicals 
cause  respiratory  ailments, 
a  variety  of  cancers,  heart 
disease  and  a  general  overall 
decline  in  fitness. 

In  the  end,  Davis  says,  the 
best  way  to  avoid  the  hazards 
of  smoking  is  by  refusing  to 
even  try  it  in  the  first  place. 
"When  you're  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  try  a 


cigarette,  ask  yourself  what 
you  will  gain  by  smoking  it," 
he  says.  "Is  it  acceptance 
with  a  peer  group?  A  feeling 
of  being  older?  A  sense  of 
rebellion?  Then  decide  if  it's 
worth  the  risk."  "k 

'  By  the  numb( 


PEOPLE  DIE  FROM  SMOKING 
RELATED  CAUSES  IN  THE 


UNITED  STATES 


EACH  YEAR  NEARLY  730,000 
TEENS  BECOME  REGULAR 


MORE  THAN  If. 5  MILLION 
YOUTHS  AGES  11  TO  17  ARE 


REGULAR  SMOKERS 


APPROXIMATELY  28  PERCENT  ^ 
HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  AND 


11  PERCENT  OF  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 
STUDENTS  SMOKE 


NINETY  PERCENT  OF  SMOKERS 
BEGIN  SMOKING  BEFORE  AGE  21 


MOST  REGULAR  SMOKERS  TRIED 
THEIR  FIRST  CIGARETTE  BY  Ar" 
16,  AND  ALMOST  ALL  DID  SO 
BEFORE  HIGH  SCHOOL 
GRADUATION 


CIGARETTES  CONTAIN  MORE 
THAN  If, 000  DIFFERENT 
CHEMICALS,  MANY  OF  WHIO 
ARE  HIGHLY  TOXIC 

STUDIES  SUGGEST  THAT 
SECONDHAND  SMOKE  KILLS 
ABOUT  60,000  NONSMOKERS 


SOURCE:  AMERICAN  LUNG  ASSOCIATION 
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Are  you  the  kind  of  person  who  is  looking  for  a  dents  for  success  in  education,  careers  and  most  impor- 

career  with  purpose  and  that  will  allow  you  to  make  a  tantly,  in  life. 

real  difference?  Everyday,  thousands  of  agriculture  It  takes  dedication.  It  takes  determination.  It  takes 

teachers  across  the  nation  enter  their  classrooms  with  commitment.  It  takes  a  special  kind  of  person  to  be  an 

the  dedication  and  determination  needed  to  prepare  stu-  AGRICULTURE  TEACHER.  This  special  person  is  you! 


Find  out  more  about  careers  in  teaching  agriculture  at  www.ffa.org. 
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OCEAN 

CORPORATION 

10840  Rockley  Road  Houston.Tx  77099 


UBARN  TO 

it'  ti  I  1 1 

UNDERWATER 

WITHOUT  HOLBIIVG  YOI  It  BREATH 


CALL  NOW 

BEGIN  YOUR  CAREER 
IN  COMMERCIAL  DIVING 

1  800  321  0208 

WWW.0CEA1VC0RP.COM 


FINANCIAL  AID  AVAILABLE 
FOR  THOSE  WHO  QUALIFY 


\ 


MWI 


I  Missouri  Welding  Institute,  Inc. 

Congratulations  to  Ryan  Yokley 

and  Jacob  Heimer  both  2002 

Missouri  Welding  Institute 

graduates  and  2002  American 

Degree  recipients. 

Please  feel  free  to  call  us 

or  check  us  out  on  the  web  for 

more  information. 

www.m-vv-i.com 

|  P.O.  Box  445  •  Nevada,  MO  64772  I 

1-800-667-5885  or  1-417-667-5800 


1  Mmisc 


TULSA 
'WELDING  ^ 
'SCHOOL       r* 


"World  Class  Welders" 

»  $4,023 /month  ^jf 

reported  average  jf— ; 

starting  pay  by  JL 
386  of  399  graduates8^, 

during  2001.  I 
Overtime  included 
in  some  cases. 


•  Seniors  call  toll  free  for  free  video. 

Call:  1-800-WELD  PRO 

www.weldingschool.com 

2545  E.  11th  St.   •  Tulsa,  OK  74104 


Lie.  by  OBPVS 


%ec«. 


For  little  more  than 
the  cost  of  a  pair  of 
jeans,  you  can 
make  your 
SAE  record- 
keeping neat, 
complete, 
and  accurate. 


A 


Give  yourself  an  electronic 
edge  —  check  out  our  website 
for  more  details  on  EZ  Records: 

ezrecords.aces.uiuc.edu 

EZ  Records 


Get  Noticed! 

Your  ad  here. 

Call  262.363.931*6  for  details. 


Vote  once  For 

each  category. 

When  we  print  the  results,  we'll  show  the  top 
five  vote-getters  in  each  category.  In  our  next 
issue,  we'll  recognize  the  FFA  chapters  that  send 
in  the  most  surveys. 

AGRICULTURAL  CAREER  

FFA  FUNDRAISER 


SCHOOL  LUNCH  FOOD 


SCHOOL  SUBJECT  (BESIDES  AGRICULTURE) 


BOOK 


FEMALE  ACTOR. 
MALE  ACTOR 


BAND/SINGER  . 
MALE  ATHLETE 


FEMALE  ATHLETE  , 
MOVIE 


OUTDOOR  ACTIVITY 


Contact  InFo 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/ZIP. 

CHAPTER 

EMAIL 


Mail  in  your 
What's  Hot  survey  today 


flD 


solution  From 

■| 
the  m  ivZi?' 


M IE    S 


i 


on  page  16     ^qqq 
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Carhartt  is  proud  to  sponsor  the  National  FFA  Organization  and  will 
continue  to  lend  their  support  to  young  farmers  everywhere. 


^SkiMiSA 


(800)  833-3118      www.caihartt.com 


I  was  in  a  hotel  lobby, 

One  hqt  July  day. 

When  then  a  stranger  stopped  me, 

And  then  proceeded  to  say. 

■■.*■'. 

.-.'"■  '  '    / 

"Why  wear  that  hot  blue  jacket, 

On  such  a  sweltering  day? 

Are  you  trying  to  make  a  statement? 

What  is  it  you're  trying  to  say?" 


t 

■>. 
■ 


I 


I  smiled  when  I  looked  back  at  him, 
For  I  could  see  he  was  confused. 
For  thiswas  not  the  first  time, 

I  had  seen  this  question  used. 

v 

1  \ 
I  told  him  to  take  a  seat, 

As  I  began  to  tell  him  why, 

Why  I  wore  this  jacket, 

In  the  heat  of  a  Texas  July. 

.  '  ■■ 

It's  not  given  to  star  athletes, 

Like  some  old  high  school  letter. 

Nor  is  it  given  to  just  anyone. 

No,  this  is  much  better. 


Sometimes  the  bearers  of  these  jackets, 
Are  snickered  and  laughed  at, 
Or  even  jokingly  represented, 
As  hicks  in  old  straw  hats. 

/■■'■ 


But  this  jacket  is  very  special  to  me, 
It's  always  worn  with  pride. 
It's  not  just  blue  and  gold  you  see, 
It's  something  I  will  never  hide. 


by  Tyson  Huckaby 
Buna,  Texas 


-  .. 


Even  if  I  am  laughed  at, 

Pointed  at  or  made  fun  of, 

The  pride  that  comes  with  this  jacket, 

Is  a  feeling  that  I  love. 


I  told  him,  "Look  right  here  please  sir." 
And  I  pointed  at  the  lobby  floor. 
There  were  so  many  of  these  jackets, 
Round  a  hundred,  maybe  more. 


HOW  DOES  THE  3-VALVE  TRITON 

V8  ENGINE  MAKE  MORE  LOW-END  TORQUE 

THAN  ANY  OTHER  IN  ITS  CLASS? 


IT  STARTS  WITH  THIS  SPARK  PLUG. 


'Class  is  full-size  pickups  under  8,500  GVWR,  starting  below  $45,000. 


It  takes  a  special  spark  plug  to  help  crank  out  the  most  low-end  torque.* 
The  new  Ford  F-150  happens  to  have  eight  of  them,  and  their  proprietary 
construction  ignites  the  fuel  within  the  all-new  3-valve  Triton®  V8.  The  cleaner 
burn  helps  the  new  Triton®  hit  80%  of  its  peak  output  at  only  1,000  RPMs  - 
making  it  easier  for  you  to  pull  heavy  loads  from  a  dead  stop. 

Why  do  we  build  our  new  Triton®  engine  with  a  spark  plug  unlike  any  other? 
Because  it  wasn't  enough  for  you  to  have  more  low-end  torque  -  we  wanted  you 

to  have  the  most  low-end  torque. 

Call  1-800-301-7430  or  go  to  fordvehicles.com  and 
find  out  how  this  truck  earned  the  right  to  be 
the  next  Ford  F-150. 


THE  NEXT  F-150 

IF  YOU  HAVENT  LOOKED  AT  FORD  LATELY,  LOOK  AGAIN- 


Q:  Why  can't  a  chopped  down 
tree  answer  a  question? 
A:  It's  stumped. 

Julia  Thomas 

LANCASTER,   PENNSYLVANIA 

Q:  How  do  you  cut  a  wave? 
A:  With  a  seasaw. 

Kimberly  SchaFF 

57.  ANTHONY,  NORTH  DAKOTA 

Q:  How  many  roaches  does  it 
take  to  change  a  light  bulb? 
A:  Nobody  knows.  The  light 
comes  on  and  they  all  scatter. 
Heather 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLORADO 

Q:  What  is  Santa's 
favorite  snack? 
A:  Ho-Ho-Ho's. 

Cleiqhton  Otten 

CAMERON,   ILLINOIS 

Q:  Why  do  worms  live 

underground? 

A:  It's  dirt  cheap. 

Latonya  Gipson 

LANEVILLE,  TEXAS 


Q:  How  many  ears  does 
Davey  Crockett  have? 
A:  Three:  a  left  ear,  a  right  ear 
and  a  wild  front  ear  (frontier). 
Ashley  Gilbert 


HAMILTON,  INDIANA 


Q:  Who  won  the  skeleton 
beauty  contest? 
A:  Nobody. 

Kaylan  Thrash 

JEMISON,  ALABAMA 

Q:  What  sound  do  vampires 
make  when  they  kiss? 
A:  Ouch! 

Jarrod  CoFFman 


FISHERSVILLE,  VIRGINIA 


Q:  Why  did  the  picture 

go  to  jail? 

A:  It  was  framed. 

Sean  Smith 

NASHVILLE,  GOERGIA 

Q:  Why  did  the  whale  call 
the  police? 
A:  Because  he  saw 
something  fishy. 

Margaret  Leonardi 


I  ke:  Who  gave  you  that 
black  eye? 

Mike:  Nobody  gave  it  to  me. 
I  had  to  fight  for  it. 

Jason  Tisdale 

GREENSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Q:  What  did  the  bird  say 
when  its  new  cage  fell  apart? 
A:  Cheap!  Cheap!  Cheap! 

Chinelo  Okany 


MIAMI,  FLORIDA 


Q,:  Why  did  the  mold  go 
to  the  party? 
A,:  Because  he's  a  fungi 
(fun  guy). 

Q2:  Why  did  he  leave? 

A2:  There  wasn't  mushroom 

(much  room). 

Lindsey  Fredrickson 

MUKWONAGO,  WISCONSIN 

Q:  What  were  the  horses 
in  the  barn  watching? 
A:  Saddle-lite. 

Melissa  Kemmis 

ADAIRVILLE,  KENTUCKY 


WE'LL  PAY  FIVE  BUCKS  FOR  EACH 
JOKE  SELECTED  ON  THIS  PAGE.  IF 
WE  RECEIVE  DUPLICATE  JOKES, 
THE  PERSON  WHO  SENT  IT  IN 
FIRST  GETS  THE  CASH.  BECAUSE 
WE  RECEIVE  SO  MANY  JOKES,  WE 
CAN'T  ACKNOWLEDGE  OR  RETURN 
YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS.  WRITE 
YOUR  JOKE  ON  A  POSTCARD  OR 
SHEET  OF  PAPER  AND  MAIL 
IT  TO  US  (YOU'LL  FIND  OUR 


ADDRESS  ON  PAGE  l) 


FERNDALE,   CALIFORNIA 


Aqrinuts 


by  Jim  Bradshaw  and  Michael  Bettendorf 


m  BAKING  COOKIES 

TO  SELL  AT  THE  FFA 

CHAPTER'S  FUNDRAISER 


Last  Laff  is  brought  to  you  by 
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See  the  world,  earn  credit  for  college  and  experience  adventure  you 
just  can't  find  Dn  any  other  campus.  To  learn  more,  log  on  the  Life 
Accelerator   at  navy.com  or  call  1-800-USR-NRVY. 
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©  2003.  Paid  for  by  the  U.S.  Navy.  All  rights  reserved. 


J-Flex®  comfort 
in  TeknoRoper' 
Style  3212 


IT'S  LIKE  WE 

BROKE  THEM 

IN  FOR  YOU 

You'll  notice  the  difference  immediately- Justin  boots 

with  the  J-Flex®  Flexible  Comfort  System™.  As  durable 

as  you'd  expect,  but  more  flexible.  As  stylish  as  you 

want,  but  more  comfortable.  And  J-Flex®  is  available 

in  a  wide  variety  of  Justin  boot  styles.  So  choose  the 

boot  that  suits  your  style,  and  when  you  see  the 

J-Flex®  icon  you'll  know  it  means  comfort. 


SXJ8-2003  Justin  Boot  Company  -  A  Berkshire  Hathaway  Company  •  P.O.  Box  ^ffTort  «fbrth,  Texas  76101 
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